New Patient Education Brochure

Cover page headline ideas 

Dental Implants—the Closest Alternative to Natural Teeth

Beautify, Simplify and Enjoy Your Life. Ask about Dental Implants.

What is a Dental Implant?

A dental implant is a small titanium post that replaces the roots of missing teeth. Once placed in the jawbone by a dentist, the implant provides a stable base for a natural looking tooth. For over thirty years, dental implants have served as an effective alternative to a traditional crown and bridge or denture.
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What are the benefits of dental implants over a traditional crown and bridge or denture? 

Dental Implants 
Dental implants stimulate bone growth 

to prevent bone loss while maintaining the natural shape of your face. 

Dental implants allow you to eat, taste and digest all of your favorite foods easily. 

Dental implants look and feel like 

natural teeth.

Dental implants allow you to speak normally and clearly.

Dental implants remain intact when you laugh, sneeze and cough thereby preventing embarrassment.

Dental implants can be cleaned and 

maintained just like natural teeth. 

Dental implants are proven to be a more 

reliable, permanent solution for tooth replacement. 

Dental implants anchor replacement 

teeth without disturbing adjacent teeth or requiring messy adhesives.

Dental implants prevent painful sore spots on the gums. 

Traditional Crown and Bridge
Traditional crown and bridges and 

dentures sit on the gums. As a result, 

bone and gum tissue is not stimulated 

and bone loss occurs. Lost bone contributes to facial collapse, sunken lips and increased wrinkles around the mouth. Images: ICA Flip Chart, Anterior Tooth Loss tab and top gums receding image and then ICA Flip Chart, Dental Implants Tab, profile shot

Dentures limit your diet since certain fruits, vegetables and meats are often off-limits. In addition, dentures cover the roof of the mouth, compromising your taste. 

Traditional crown and bridges may include visible pieces that adhere to adjacent teeth. Dentures do not integrate with the gum or bone and can feel uncomfortable rather than natural.

Dentures often hinder clear speaking.

Dentures often loosen when laughing, sneezing and coughing, seriously undermining the self-esteem of even the most confident person.

Traditional crown and bridges and dentures can be difficult to clean. Dentures often cause bad breath.

Traditional crown and bridges and dentures must often be replaced frequently resulting in more time and money spent. 

To anchor a crown and bridge, healthy 

adjacent teeth may need to be filed down. Dentures require adhesive to remain anchored in the mouth.

Dentures often cause gum pain. 

Accompanying Illustrations/Pictures

Implant Benefits: 

Illustrations 1-4. Include illustrations of the implant, prosthetic abutment and implant tooth crown as separate components and all together to give prospects a better understanding of what they look like. Also show contrasting healthy smiles with one single tooth replacement and one multiple tooth replacement.

Traditional Crown and Bridge Drawbacks:


Pictures from ICA Flip Chart (Dental Implant, Anterior Tooth Loss and Complete Tooth Loss tabs) Pictures must clearly contrast and be laid out next to the implant illustrations/pictures.

Are you a candidate for dental implants?

If you have lost one or more teeth, have any crown and bridge restorations or dentures or want to replace existing teeth with more esthetically appealing ones, dental implants may be for you. Your dentist can use x-rays and perform a clinical examination to determine the dental treatment that fits you. 

Dental Implant Treatment Procedure Basics

Although various methods can be used to place a dental implant and its corresponding crown, each one follows the same general procedures. Most dental implant procedures can be completed within a period of 12 weeks to 9 months from initial consultation to the final ceramic tooth. The type of dental implant(s) used is based on the patient’s esthetic and functional needs. In general, dental implant treatment is as follows: 

1. The dentist performs a clinical exam, takes x-rays and discusses the best treatment plan with the patient.

2. Under local anesthesia, the dentist prepares the gum tissue and bone, the dental implant is inserted, the gum tissue is sutured, or sewn, and a temporary tooth is placed.

3. Following the healing period, a prosthetic component is attached to the top of the dental implant providing the attachment for a natural looking ceramic crown.

Following the gentle surgery, your doctor may prescribe something to relieve any minor discomfort, however most patients indicate that pain is minimal and that they resumed normal activities the following day.

How much does treatment cost and will my insurance cover dental implants?

Treatment cost and insurance coverage varies from person to person. Consult your dentist to determine your approximate treatment cost. Cost factors include the number of implants and associated implant-supported crowns, bridges and dentures required and your overall oral health. 

Most insurance plans exclude dental implant coverage, but many will cover the cost of the least expensive alternative treatment plan and some of the diagnostic records. So instead of paying for and undergoing an alternative treatment that may only last about 5 years, you can experience 30 or more years with dental implants. Think of it. One procedure. One payment. Dental implants not only beautify your life, they simplify it too.

Accompanying Illustrations/Pictures

Include illustrations of procedure steps from Spanish Patient Education Brochure 4408-1052. Include short descriptions/captions on pictures of internal connections, straight and tapered, STAGE-1 implants and two-stage implants in various locations in the mouth.

Talk to your dentist about dental implants today. Join the hundreds of thousands of people around the world who eat, talk and live with restored confidence and a renewed sense of trust in their dental stability. Now that’s worth smiling about.

Accompanying Illustrations/Pictures

Include pictures of smiling people (pickup from old patient ed brochure and include updated photos)
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