VERSION 1
Second Draft, Second Version: 4/30/05 (rev. c)
Writer: Shelly Coenen
Ad: $5 Benjamin Franklin CuNi BU Coin
Word count: 521 with headers 
In Freedom’s Name (eyebrow)
United States Postal Service Authorizes First Legal Tender Coin  
Ben Franklin, the first U.S. Postmaster, Brilliantly Delivers Once Again  

Benjamin Franklin, author, scientist, inventor, statesman and Renaissance man. He embodies American democracy. But did you know this witty soul was America’s First U.S. Postmaster? And boy did he deliver. Not only did he establish the mail delivery system, a move that drastically improved Colonial communication, but also he preached “Union will make us strong.” The revolutionary idea stuck. The United States was born, grew and matured into the world’s ultimate model for freedom and liberty. In a fitting tribute, Ben’s likeness was featured on America’s very first postage stamp, the 1847 Franklin. Now this rare work of art has been exclusively engraved in another colossal masterpiece, the first official legal tender U.S. Postal coin!
Two World Firsts Unite in One Revolutionary Coin
Timing is everything. This government issued coin celebrates the fast approaching 300th Anniversary of Ben’s birth. No red tape. No mail delays. The official commemorative and the FIRST EVER U.S. Postal Coin is here! In a word, it’s huge. Not only a U.S. first, but two WORLD firsts unite in this brilliant, limited edition coin. The Official $5 Benjamin Franklin U.S. Postal Coin marks the only official USPS authorized appearance of a U.S. stamp and the United States Postal Service (USPS) signature “Eagle emblem” ever on a coin! The revolutionary union will shake up the worlds of coin collectors, Ben Franklin aficionados and history buffs alike.  

The Perfect Reason to Celebrate

Meticulously crafted by the worlds best artists and engravers, no detail of America’s first and highly prized 1847 Franklin Stamp goes unnoticed. And like Ben himself, it’s both solid and brilliant. The perfectly sculpted coin weighs 1oz. and measures an impressive 38.74mm in diameter. This stunning work of art is even larger than a standard U.S. silver dollar! The classic original 1847 Franklin stamp graces the reverse. The obverse features the debut of the official USPS Eagle Emblem. The beautiful, original engraving will undoubtedly electrify the artist in all of us.

And the timing couldn’t be better. America is already preparing for the 300th Anniversary of Ben Franklin’s birth, expected to be one of the greatest celebrations in American history! Now is your chance to be one of the first, the proud, the few to get a head start on the celebration. Say yes to freedom and honor the American who helped make it possible.  

Keep Freedom’s Spirit Alive 
Like Ben, this historic Government Issue is destined for greatness. There’s no telling how famous or highly sought after this limited edition collectible will become. For a short time, the original $5 Benjamin Franklin U.S. Postal Coin and Certificate of Authenticity can be yours for the official issue price of only $19.95. Pass along the keepsake to your children and grandchildren, America’s future leaders. Purchase 10 or more and save ($xx.xx). Plus you’ll receive an authentic Franklin Silver Half Dollar absolutely free! Your satisfaction is ensured with our 30-day money-back guarantee.  

Act now. Be the first to honor Ben Franklin—first U.S. Postmaster and freedom’s father.
Designer note: Include spec box as well and among other specs, note government release from British Commonwealth Nation of the Cook Islands.
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Benjamin Franklin Naked? The No Holds Barred Story About this Average Joe Turned Quintessential American

Benjamin Franklin, author, scientist, inventor, statesman and Renaissance man. He embodies American democracy. But behind his stout belly, lady-attracting mullet and mischievous eyes, Ben was just your Average Joe with goals and challenges. His family life was rocky. His religious and political beliefs controversial. His constant focus on self-improvement drove him to vegetarianism, daily nude “air baths” and frequent battles with insomnia. Through it all, Benjamin Franklin stuck to his beliefs and lifelong pursuit of making the world a better place. From humble beginnings to fugitive runaway to dining with kings, Ben persevered and wore many colorful, often humorous, hats along the way. Ultimately, with dedication and by his own efforts, Ben made his mark in a way that became quintessentially American. 

Did You Know Ben…?

Ben Franklin is best known for charming the ladies, the lightening and the French, and putting the United in States. But did you know he wrote The Courant, America’s first tabloid, and actually authored the first and later rejected Declaration of Independence? Did you know he was denied the chance to write the official Declaration of Independence because some founding fathers feared he’d add a joke or two? Did you know Ben’s Poor Richard’s Almanac business maxims guided Andrew Carnegie, and inspired the self-help craze popularized by Dale Carnegie and Stephen Covey? But it wasn’t until he was appointed America’s first Postmaster that Ben was able to gain acceptance for a “Union of States”. 

Luckily, his revolutionary idea stuck. The United States was born. And in a fitting tribute, Ben’s likeness was featured on America’s first and most valuable postage stamp in 1847. 

Two World’s First Unveiled in One Revolutionary Coin

Get ready for another revolutionary union that will shake up the worlds of coin collectors, Ben Franklin aficionados and history buffs alike. Now, not only a U.S. first, but two WORLD firsts will unite in one brilliant, limited edition coin honoring America’s most beloved patriot. Introducing the Official Ben Franklin 300th Anniversary Commemorative Coin. It marks the only official USPS authorized appearance of a U.S. stamp and the USPS signature “Eagle emblem” ever on a coin! 

Meticulously crafted by the worlds best artists and engravers, no detail of America’s first and highly prized 1847 Franklin Stamp goes unnoticed. The perfectly sculpted original weighs in at 1oz. and 38.74mm in diameter, which is even larger than a silver dollar. It is truly a stunning and unprecedented work of art!

Honor America’s Most Famous Average Joe

Like Ben, this historic Government Issue is destined for greatness. There’s no telling how famous or highly sought after it will become. Act now and be one of the first, the proud, the few to celebrate the upcoming 300th Anniversary honoring Ben’s birth. And join your fellow Americans in an historic salute to the Average Joe who gave us our United States. For a short time, the original coin and Certificate of Authenticity can be yours for the official issue price of only $19.95. Purchase 10 or more and receive the Official USPS Commemorative Postal Souvenir Sheet absolutely free! Your satisfaction is ensured with our 30-day money-back guarantee. 

Please add a specifications box indicating denomination, obverse and reverse images, metal, etc.

